AUTISM PARTNERSHIP
PRIMARY SCHOOL

AP)E




QUICK FACTS ABOUT
THE AP PRIMARY SCHOOL

The school is specially designed to cater for the needs of children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).We adopt Contemporary
Behavioral Therapy (CBT) as our approach to teaching.

The AP Primary School is registered with the Education and
Manpower Bureau (EMB) and has full access to resources
provided by the founding organization, Autism Partnership,
which has over 200 full-time staff in || offices around the world.
Autism Partnership is the largest and most established service
provider for Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) services in Hong
Kong and the only provider of CBT.

The school caters for Cantonese and English-speaking children,
aged from 4 years 8 months through to | | years old.

There are typically 6-8 students per class with a ratio of at least
| teacher to every 2 students.

The 10,000 sq foot facility in North Point boasts 8 large
classrooms, a large indoor play area and 4 multi-purpose rooms
providing facilities for music, visual art classes and a library.

The school is full time with 2 weeks vacation in the summer and
| week at Christmas.The fees are $17,500 per month.
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The Autism Partnership Primary School is the first registered primary
school in Hong Kong catering for children with varying levels of
functioning of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).

The school was founded by Autism Partnership, which itself was
established over 12 years ago, to provide a comprehensive service to
families and professionals caring for individuals with ASD.

Our method, Contemporary Behavioral Therapy (CBT), is based on an
established and systematic research-based strategy, Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA), which has been scientifically proven to be the most
effective treatment for Autism.
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WHAT IS CONTEMPORARY
BEHAVIORAL THERAPY?

Over the past 30 years, ABA has been established and is recognized as
the most effective treatment for Autism. However, there is tremendous
diversity in how ABA is applied.

Prizant and Wetherby (1998) suggested that a more ‘contemporary’
behavioral treatment is achieved when teaching occurs in more
natural learning environments, when there is more emphasis on the
individualization of curriculum and, when there is “the use of more
natural and balanced social transactions in which learning opportunities
are initiated by the child”.

They specifically identified the methodology and strategies utilized by
Autism Partnership as an example of a contemporary approach. We
have therefore adopted this name to define our approach.

A "RTABE, ?
BHRI0E » ABARBITREH A - WAREARE RGN
e R AR BIFHRANABAERES) -

PrizantfWetherby (1998) 12 » BRFABAMMBZRE » I “BBER
REIENIHIEE) - B/NBRBITRREZEE#HSE - 7 AILIEEEER
MEBRIE - ATMEEER “BR” NITRBEER -

ftfFI4FRITEE » Autism Partnership FTERFIRY 5 /AR 56RE » IEIERIRAITA
SBERARERE s B RN - BAIELIBTRAERMNHETE -

A LIONEL IS NOW 6 YEARS OLD. WE
HAVE SEEN AMAZING IMPROVEMENTS
IN THE LAST 4 YEARS, NOT ONLY DOES
HE PROGRESS BEHAVIOURALLY BUT
ALSO INTELLECTUALLY. THE AP CHOICE
WAS CORRECT. ¥
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WHAT SUBJECTS WILL BE TAUGHT
AT THE sCHOOL?

Students follow the national curriculum and are also given an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) that is designed to suit the student’s needs and
allows for assessment on an ongoing basis. At all times our ultimate
goals are to move the students closer to integration in a typical learning
and social setting.

Formal subjects: Following the national curriculum, formal
subjects taught at the school are Chinese, English, mathematics,
integrated studies, music, visual arts and PE. Outdoor facilities
are used to teach outdoor games and sports.

Community access: Trips are organized to community facilities
to reinforce concepts students have learned at school. Other
trips, such as summer camps, are organized to increase exposure
and to build character.
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IS THERE ANY CURRICULUM
SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR
CHILDREN WITH AUTISM?

We teach a range of skills depending upon the needs of the students.
This often includes play and leisure skills, language and communication,
conversational skills, problem-solving, imagination and creativity,
organizational skills, self evaluation, initiation, social skills, perspective
taking, emotional regulation, fine and gross-motor skills. These skills are
embedded into the day across various lessons.

Our program also addresses motivational issues, improves attending
skills in class situations, reduces disruptive behaviors and improves
listening and compliance.
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ARE THE TEACHERS SPECIALLY
TRAINED TO IMPLEMENT CBT?

All teachers are registered under the Education and Manpower Bureau
and are fully trained by the consultants of Autism Partnership to teach
CBT effectively in the classroom.

Teacher training and supervision is ongoing. Teachers are constantly
updated and trained by our local experts as well as our doctorate level
consultant psychologists from the main office of Autism Partnership
in the United States. Overall, teachers receive at least 100 hours of
supervision and training every year.

Additional support, including classroom and case consultation, is
provided on a frequent and regular basis by both local and overseas
consultants of Autism Partnership.
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HOow WILL | KNOW MY CHILD IS
MAKING PROGRESS?

Every child has highly individualized targets and goals for a whole range
of skills. Data is collected daily, weekly and monthly. If the student has
achieved a goal or skill, we know to move on. Alternatively, we are
guided to use a different approach if the child is not responding.Yearly
psychological evaluations by our in-house psychologists also ascertain
progress.

Parents can also meet once a month with the teachers to discuss
their child’s progress and the program. Parents can raise concerns and
provide input on their child’s program goals. Data and videos will be
reviewed on the child’s individual programs and behaviors.
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A FRANKIE HAS BEEN WITH AP FOR NEARLY 1 YEAR. TOGETHER
WITH THE AP STAFF, WE ARE LIKE ENGINEERS WORKING TOGETHER
TO BUILD A HUGE SKYSCRAPER BIT BY BIT. NOW, MY SON CAN
COMMUNICATE HIS NEEDS, CAN READ AND CAN CHOOSE HIs
FAVOURITE TOYS AND MUSIC. ¥/
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WHAT ABOUT INTEGRATION?

For students who are almost ready for mainstreaming, our focus is to
intensively teach them readiness skills and to partner up with other
mainstream schools so that students can transit smoothly to such
settings.

We will also supply mainstream schools with the necessary shadowing
support or consultation services, so that meaningful integration and
socialization can occur sucsessfully.
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HOw CAN | GET INVOLVED
AS A PARENT?

Parental involvement is important!

| Parents can participate in the parent training sessions organized
by the AP Foundation, the charitable educational arm of Autism
Partnership. Alternatively, parents may consider joining Autism
Partnership’s intensive parent training program to develop more
teaching and parenting skills.

[ ] Parents are welcome to make appointments to visit their child’s
class to get a first-hand look at how their child is doing.

u Parents are encouraged to join us in fundraising activities
throughout the year to raise money for the school.




In 1999 The New York State Department conducted a 2-year study to
evaluate all current research for Autism.They found ABA to be the most
scientifically proven methodology to help children with Autism.

Intensive Behavioral Treatment for Children with Autism: Four-Year Outcome and Predictors.
http:/lwww.ctfeat orglaba.htm

Based upon strong scientific evidence, it is recommended that
principles of applied behavior analysis and behavior intervention strategies
be included as an important element of any intervention program for
young children with Autism.

Based upon strong scientific evidence, it is recommended that training
of parents in behavioral methods for interacting with their child be
extensive and ongoing and include regular consultation with a qualified
professional.

Clinical Practice Guideline Report of the Recommendations for Autism and Pervasive

Developmental Disorders, New York State Department of Health
http:/lwww.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/eip/menu.htm

Over 30 years of rigorous research and peer review of applied
behavior analysis’ effectiveness for individuals with Autism demonstrate
ABA has been objectively substantiated as effective based upon the
scope and quality of science.

Maine Administrators of Services for Children with Disabilities (2000), Report of the
MADSEC Autism Task Force, Revised Edition.
http:/lwww.madsec.org/docs/atf.htm

There is a large body of empirical support for more contemporary
behavioral approaches using naturalistic teaching methods that
demonstrate efficacy for teaching not only speech and language, but
also communication.

National Research Council (2001). Educating Children with Autism, Committee on
Educational Interventions for Children with Autism, Division of Behavioral and Social

Sciences and Education, Washington. DC: National Academy Press
http://books.nap.edu/books/0309072697html/index.html
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AUTISM PARTNERSHIP PRIMARY SCHOOL

UGF, UG2 Home World Provident Centre
21-53 Wharf Road, North Point, Hong Kong

Tel: 2526 3061  Fax: 2526 3229
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